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John M "Pops" Tolich, Sr.
John was born December 8, 1923 to Pavo "Paul" Tolic and Riza "Rose" (Vrljicak) Tolic in
Struthers, Ohio. He grew up in Lowellville and Struthers, Ohio graduating from Struthers
High School in 1941. He worked in the steel mills of Youngstown before joining the Navy
in 1943. He served his country aboard the USS Herndon, seeing action in various parts of
the world before the ultimate battle of D Day at Normandy. After returning from WWII he
married Margaret Datko July 26,1947. They made their home in Poland, Ohio where they
had 3 children, Paula, John Jr and Robert. Pops was active in the labor unions of the
steelworkers. When he refused to compromise his core values for political gain he was
blacklisted forcing a cross country move to California in 1962. In 1963 a daughter Lisa
was born. Pops was employed at a few steel mills and fabrication shops until the late 70's
when he owned "The Hot Spot" in Fontana. He returned to structural steel and fabrication
owning his own shop in south Fontana. He retired in 1988. After Margaret retired in 1991
they moved to Apple Valley, CA. They were married 66 years. Pops is survived by 4
children Paula Gorgei, John Tolich Jr, Robert (Kathy) Tolich, Lisa (David) Burkart with
whom he lived the last 3 years, 10 grandchildren and 9 great grandchildren. He was
preceded in death by his wife Margaret in 2013, his parents and siblings Peter Tolich and
Ann Meek. Pops was fun loving and a flirt to the end and will be dearly missed. Until we
meet again Pops!
Military inurnment will take place 1pm May 8th, 2017 at Riverside National Cemetery. A
private family memorial has already been held.
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I was just standing there near the sofa at your house wondering where my husband
was when I could hear a lady having a coughing spell so I turned to offer help if she
needed it. She sat by a younger couple. Then she showed me her water bottle, that
everything was fine and of all things Lisa I said, "Oh I thought you needed some
thing to add to your water and we both laughed and she said, "Well, we're not going
to find it here"...and we laughed again. There was a spare seat and she offered it to
me. I said, "Oh good, some people I can relate to"...and we all just started talking and
remembering PoPs and laughing at 'inside' jokes. ..... So, I knew she is your sissy
Toot's but she didn't know me from Adam. She didn't know that I was a believer in
Christ and I'd love to pull out my bible right now to share w/ them the gospel about
the good news but 'someone' held me back from sharing. More stories were told
about Pops and racy words here and there and I think I laughed the longest. Then I
was asked how I knew you and bless the Lord because He opened a way to get the
gospel in. "We used to go to the same church". Small witness but He's more than
me. Good Bye, Pop, Good Bye, Gene
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